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Case Studies of Assistance for non-Japanese Schoolchildren
~working to secure a better future for children of a multi-cultural background ~

Preface

As the overall number of non-Japanese residents of Miyagi Prefecture increases, more and
more children of multi-cultural backgrounds can be seen attending school here. Because of
differences in language and culture, such children tend to be more prone to problems such as
isolation and being unable to keep up academically. Even so, many of these children succeed
in proceeding on to senior high school and more, overcoming the many obstacles set before
them both by their own efforts and also thanks to the help received not only from their teachers
at school, but also the board of education and various other groups.

This publication attempts to show how some of these children have managed to overcome
the difficulties by utilizing various support systems. They can now act as the adults, the
teachers and the supporters for the children that come after them.

It is sincerely hoped that this publication will be of use to non-Japanese children and their
parents or guardians, and also the teachers of the schools they attend, as a reference work
for what steps can be taken to secure a brighter future for these children.

March 2019
Miyagi International Association (MIA)

About the Publication

This publication covers case studies of 10 non-Japanese schoolchildren living in Miyagi
Prefecture and introduces what kinds of support programs they used both in and outside of
school to achieve their goals. The keywords that come up in each case study (numbered and
bolded) can be found and explained at the end of all the case studies.

In addition, at the end of each case study, there is commentary from Ms. Tadokoro,
representative of the “Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group,” reflecting on the examples of
support found in the study. Ms. Tadokoro’s commentary also includes plenty of advice to help
children secure a brighter future.

At the end of this publication, a list of groups engaged in support for non-Japanese
schoolchildren can be found.
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Case 1: O.S. (country of birth: China)

After coming to Japan, O.S. entered junior high school at the second year
level, one year below what would be normal for his actual age[1].
At the same time as attending junior high school, he also studied Japanese
language through the MIA Japanese Course|2], and received tuition from
the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group[3]. He also attended
SAT Nihongo Club[4] on Saturdays.

When the time came to think about further education, he decided to take the entrance exam

for prefectural senior high schools|5] after his guardians consulted with his school and
the Board of Education. Application for special consideration[6] resulted in him being able
to take his tests for social studies, science, and Japanese language in a different room with
extended time. He was also allowed to take the English and math tests in a separate room.
Additionally, he wrote an essay and took an interview.

After entering senior high school, he found it very hard to keep up at first, but diligently made
sure to ask the teachers questions about what he couldn’t understand, making use of break
times and after classes had finished. Looking back, O.S. emphasizes, “It seemed obvious to
me that teachers would explain what you couldn’t understand, so | had no stigma about asking
lots of questions.” One thing he said he found very helpful was having the teacher write the
phonetic readings of Chinese characters above the characters in his textbook. He also
continued his studies with the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group.

After achieving good results in senior high school, he succeeded in entering the School of
Project Design in Miyagi University, through admission by recommendation[7]. As a
university student, he also devoted himself to helping younger non-Japanese children who
were in a similar situation to what he had gone through.

0.S. graduated from university and found employment with a construction company, where
he is now working as a productive and integrated adult member of society.

Comments on the support given to O.S.

O.S. understood this point: just making an effort doesn’t automatically end
in a good result; you have to set goals, decide what is necessary to achieve
them, and then make your effort with a firm resolve. He also received advice
from his aunt, who had had experience studying at a Japanese university as an
overseas student. At the time O.S. was in junior high school, his teachers weren’t

aware of the special consideration system, so it was his father who informed the school about
it after consulting with the Miyagi Prefecture Board of Education. His father’s firm support was
a great help to O.S.

In university, he studied with a concrete goal in mind: taking the test to become a registered
architect with a second-class license after graduating, and finding a place of work where he
could continue his studies to get a first-class license. He is currently pursuing this goal while
working.
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Case 2: K.T. (country of birth: South Korea)

K.T. came to Japan at the age of 16 after having graduated from junior high
school in his home country of Korea. He studied Japanese intensively at a private
Sendai Japanese language school[8] and also with the Sendai Japanese
Language Course[9] and MIA Japanese Course|2], as well as studying
math and English with the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group[3]. He

then decided on his choice of senior high school after ascertaining the necessary
procedures to apply to public senior high schools for students coming to
Japan after having graduated from junior high school[10].

He visited his chosen senior high school several times beforehand to
consult about the entrance exam[11]. Since his Japanese language ability showed a
marked improvement in the time between his first and second visits, this was a chance to show
the school staff how hard he was working to improve himself.

Upon arriving in Japan in October, he took the entrance exam the following March. After
receiving special consideration[6] he was tested in math and English (with a 10 minute
extension for each) and also had to write an essay and undergo an interview, after which he
was accepted into his school of choice. Even while at senior high school, he continued to
receive tuition from the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group mainly for his school subjects.

In order to enter university, K.T. took a different path than usual: he didn’t graduate from his
Japanese senior high school, but temporarily returned to Korea, where he obtained certification
of graduation level from a Korean senior high school. He then took the EJU[12] and applied
to Miyagi University as an overseas student, ultimately gaining admission there.

While at Miyagi University, K.T. studied twice in the USA, improving his English ability, and
is set to look for employment this spring.

Comments on the support given to K.T.

When students apply for special consideration to enter senior high school after
having graduated from junior high in their home country, it is_extremely
important that they show the teaching staff what they want to do in the
future, what they want to do in high school, that they are determined to

study hard in their reqular classes and also that they are working to
improve their Japanese proficiency. They also need to make the teachers aware that

they can spend a productive 3 years at the school.
After entering senior high school K.T. at first had some trouble adjusting to the dynamics of

life at the school and social interactions with his schoolmates, all of which showed differences
between Japanese schools and their Korean counterparts, but gradually got used to them.
This is the advice he had for younger children in a similar situation: “If you want to make friends,
you have to observe the people around you really carefully. When you decide ‘that looks like a
nice person’ it's a good idea to imitate their behavior, but you also have to always be true to
yourself and not do anything that goes against your basic principles.”
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Case 3: S.S. (country of birth: China)

S.S. arrived in Japan after graduating from junior high school. After studying
Japanese language with the MIA Japanese Course|[2] he went on to study
at a correspondence senior high school[13]. Education at this type of
school is mainly carried out by the submission of papers, while credits are
gained by also taking tests and schooling carried out at the school itself. S.S.

wrote his papers with assistance from staff from the Foreign Residents’ Child Support
Group[3]. Because test questions are based on these papers, doing them well is a key factor
to getting good school results. Any points in the papers that S.S. had trouble understanding
were carefully explained by a teacher at the school during the schooling sessions.

S.S. was interested in car maintenance, so after graduating from senior high school went on
to study car maintenance at a technical college[14] and is now working at an official car-
maker affiliated garage.

Comments on the support given to S.S.

S.S. was born in Heilongjiang Province in China, where the Japanese car
maker T had a manufacturing plant. His aim after senior high school was to get
car maintenance skills by attending technical college so that he could work on
cars manufactured by T. On hearing this, his father helped him with his application
to technical college, and he also received additional educational support from his high school.

Once a student decides what they want to do _after senior_high school, the teaching
staff can provide support to attain this goal through education and also through career
guidance advice. However, if the student doesn’t know what he/she wants to do, it’s
difficult to provide any concrete assistance.

Case 4: S.H. (country of birth: Japan/long term residence:

Philippines)
\ S.H. was born in Japan. After 8 years residing in Japan, her family moved to
)  the Philippines, where she completed her education as dictated by Philippine
law at the time, with 6 years in elementary school and 4 in high school. She

=

returned to Japan at the age of 16. While she would have been ready to

proceed on to university in the Philippines, in Japan she couldn’t do this because she was

lacking 2 years of secondary education as stipulated by the country’s education system. While
in the Philippines she had studied Japanese a little, but had forgotten most of it.

As a result of her father’s participation in “High School Guidance for Children and

Parents who are Non-native Japanese Speakers”[15] she started to get tuition from
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the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group|3], studying math, English, writing and
kanji Chinese characters. She also took the Sendai Japanese Language Course[9].

The first options she considered were going to technical college[14], going to university
after obtaining secondary school level certification[16] or finding employment.
However, after actually visiting senior high school and getting an idea of what the classes and
club activities were like, she began to think about attending senior high school.

She failed to get accepted for her first choice of school, a prefectural senior high near her
home, and so she then applied to another prefectural senior high through the additional
recruitment program[17] for which she was accepted. For both of these applications she
made use of the special consideration option[6] and was tested in math and English,
wrote an essay and underwent an interview.

Her school placed a strong focus on inter-cultural education and understanding and many
of the students there were greatly interested in English and other cultures. This proved to be a
great help to S.H. and through classes and club activities at the school even she herself gained
a more global outlook. She continued to study hard, and thanks to her efforts and grades
succeeded in her application by recommendation[7] to Miyagi University.

While at university she actively participated in club activities and also helped to support
Philippine children who were in a similar situation to what she had experienced. She is set to
graduate and become a full adult member of society this spring.

Comments on the support given to S.H.

S.H. found herself at a turning point in her life when she found out that she
hadn’t fulfilled the conditions to go on to study at a Japanese university. It was
probably a hard choice for her to decide to try for entry to Japanese senior high
school despite having already graduated from high school in the Philippines.

However, this choice resulted in her spending time with the high school teachers,
making new friends and learning many new things. Also, she was made of aware of the
advantages of her situation spanning two countries, cultures and languages. It became one of
her aims to learn academic and technical skills in Japan and then use them for the benefit of
the Philippines, a country that she loved very much.

Coming to Japan from another country involves many changes in lifestyle and unexpected
choices, and the thought of how those choices may affect you can be worrying. Observing non-
Japanese children in senior high schools makes me realize that they gained more strength
and resilience through feelings of hardship and loneliness, dissatisfaction and overcoming
other challenges in a completely new environment from what they had previously experienced,
and amidst new personal relationships. It’s important to talk to others and gather enough

information. In doing so you can discover all the choices open to you and not be limited

to just one. You have to think and act proactively for yourself. The most important thing

is to make your own choices.
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Case 5: C.M. (country of birth: China)

C.M. arrived in Japan after graduating from junior high school. He received

tuition help in various subjects from the Foreign Residents’ Child Support
) Group[3] and studied Japanese language with the MIA Japanese Course|2].

Because he did particularly well at English, he chose to enter a senior high
school that placed emphasis on English language teaching. After visiting several
schools, he decided to try for the international course of a prefectural senior high school, since
the atmosphere of the school suited him best. Visiting the school several times had given him
the opportunity to show the teaching staff there that his Japanese ability was improving.

For the school entrance exam, he applied for special consideration[6] and was tested
in English and math, wrote an essay and had an interview, after which he was accepted. He
led a productive school life, partly thanks to his naturally cheerful and outgoing personality.
Some of the teachers even went so far as to say that C.M. coming had improved the mood of
the school. He was a member of the basketball club and took part in matches against other
teams.

He continued to study hard, and along with continued tuition from the Foreign Residents’
Child Support Group set his sights on university.

C.M. was admitted to the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Tohoku Gakuin University through the AO
entrance exam[18]. In addition to working hard at his studies and club activities he also not
only took part in symposiums and conferences outside the university, but also made sure to
actively speak up and state his own opinions at these events. He is set to become an
independent adult member of society from April.

Comments on the support given to C.M.

When C.M. first arrived in Japan, he said that he enjoyed using his mind. | think
he probably enjoys doing new and fun things with the people around him to about
the same extent. This is what he said when he was a senior high school student:

“People say that it's important to read the situation well, but | think it's even more
important to mold the situation into what you want it to be.” Talking about class discussions, he
said, “l would make a proposal and the girls would say ‘no.’ If | made another proposal they
would shoot it down again.” The way he said it made it sound like he was unhappy about it,
but you could see that it was being carried out in a lively atmosphere.

It’s_ important to have confidence in yourself, and to make it clear when you like
something. You should also find something you like and are good at. All of this can act

as a guiding light for you. Looking back, you can see your footsteps and how far you have

come.
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Case 6: O.Y. (country of birth: China)
0O.Y. came to Japan having left his Chinese senior high school partway
through his studies. He entered a private senior high school when he arrived in
% Japan. While he was not proficient in Japanese at the time, he was extremely
(W’ keen to study, and passed his 3 years at the school without a single absence.
- In addition to always being well prepared for his classes, he also made sure to
ask teachers about the things he didn’t understand, something which he had
been advised to do by older Chinese acquaintances. In his school tests, while he had problems
with the Japanese language and history segments, he always obtained good results for other
subjects such as math, English, chemistry and biology.

He also studied in a variety of ways outside school class time, such as attending the MIA
Japanese Course in evenings[2]. For a total of 60 classes across 3 semesters, he was
only absent for one day, when a university open day[19] event clashed with classes. He
received additional tuition for his studies from the Foreign Residents’ Child Support
Group[3] and the MIA Japanese language supporter system|[20]. He also received
Japanese language help from a Japanese man whom he became acquainted with while
studying in a public facility free area. Looking back at that time, O.Y. says, “It was really hard
work because the regular subject study and the Japanese language study were both going on
at the same time.”

0.Y. had a special interest and penchant for science, and the life sciences in particular, even
going so far as to buy his own microscope and dissection kit and try dissecting and studying
fish that he had caught. He decided to continue his studies at Tohoku Pharmaceutical
University (now Tohoku Medical & Pharmaceutical University). As well as receiving extra
coaching from his schoolteachers, he visited the university several times on its open days,
getting advice from the staff and listening in on lectures. This diligent information gathering
bore fruit when he was accepted into the Department of Pharmaceutical Life Sciences through
admission by recommendation(7]. Although he was forced to spend extra time studying
by himself even before entering university, he found himself having to spend even more time
doing so after advancing to the university itself. However, because it is his field of interest, O.Y.
says he has no regrets and it’'s proving enjoyable and informative. Every day, he spends over
12 hours conducting experiments in the research lab. He intends to go on to graduate school,
with a view to becoming a researcher.

Comments on the support given to O.Y.

O.Y. had an interest in biological science even before coming to Japan,
probably because of his awareness of the concept of “life.” He always treats
others with respect and never raises his voice or fights with them. | think this may
have had something to do with the fact that he was older than his compatriots in
senior high school. He continued to study hard, never losing sight of his original
goal, and he was supported in this by the teaching staff at school.

For people intending to go on to study life sciences, it’s vital to be able to understand the
explanations and formulae in Japanese senior high chemistry textbooks and solve the
problems in them. O.Y., like many other similar students, studied Japanese once he had arrived
in the country, and worked extremely hard during his 3 years in senior high school, which I'm
sure was not easy at all.

| always recall a certain thing to do with O.Y.’s learning. He was talking about the methods
he had used to study Japanese to a group of younger students and their guardians, and
showed them a book of the notes he had made, one on Japanese grammar. He made the
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same kind of notebook record for his regular school classes, too, and also showed his
experiment notes to them.

For O.Y., the actual act of writing his notes was an aide to him remembering and learning.
Different people have many different styles of learning. It’'s not something that just
happens by magic. You have to try to find the method that suits you, and keep on doing

it reqularly.

Case 7: U.C. (country of birth: China)
U.C. arrived in Japan at the age of 15. After a month of study at a Japanese
ﬁ language school[8], as preparation towards going on to senior high school,
he entered junior high school as a second-year student, a year lower than
his actual age suggested][1].
In his school there was a Chinese-born part-time teacher[21] who gave
assistance by interpreting during class. When the teacher was unable to be there, a Chinese
MIA supporter[22] was sent to the school. While U.C. had some trouble following the
classes, he made some good friends at school and participated in club activities, making his
school life a pleasant one.
He also received assistance from the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group[3],
who helped most of his regular subject studies.
He entered a private senior high school by means of admission by
recommendation[23], where he has integrated well, also being involved in the school’s
sports club and taking part in national competitions.

{

Comments on the support given to U.C.

| first met U.C. when he had just started to study Japanese. When | asked him
what he liked to do, he immediately replied that he liked cycling. A little more
questioning told me that when he had time he enjoyed cycling to places he had
never been to before and seeing new scenery for the first time. Asking him what
he wanted to do in the future resulted in him coming back with a concrete answer
of “Something in sports.”

In his 3 years at senior high school he not only studied hard but also joined the bicycle racing
club, and apparently is set to take part in a national championship in Kyushu in March, his final
month at senior high school. His feeling: “I'm going to do my best to win.”

High school is not just a place to learn, but also a place where you can experience new
things and make new friends by taking part in after-class club activities. A quick check shows
that there are many different clubs in the various high schools. Clubs such as baseball and
soccer tend to be concentrated around already skilled students who had been doing these
sports in elementary and junior high school. Clubs like kyudo (Japanese archery) and the
bicycle racing that U.C. chose usually don’t exist in junior high, so everyone joining these kinds
of club can start from the same level.
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Case 8: B.G. (country of birth: Mongolia)

B.G. came to Japan as a fourth-year elementary school student, entering a
Sendai City elementary school. This school was attended by a relatively large
number of non-Japanese children, and had an international support
center[24] with a dedicated staff member. Here, B.G. studied Japanese during

2 the regular Japanese, social studies and science classes. By the final sixth year
he was able to communicate in Japanese without any discernible trouble.

While in elementary school he had been receiving support from the Foreign Residents’
Child Support Group[3]. Once in junior high school, he became busier with club activities
among other things and temporarily stopped receiving the support, starting it up again in his
final third year when he was required to study for senior high school entrance exams. He also
attended a “juku” school[25] near his home.

At the time of his entry into senior high school, B.G. had already lived for a number of years
in Japan, making him ineligible for special consideration[6]. However, he succeeded in
gaining entrance to a prefectural school through the former system of entrance by
recommendation[26]. His time at senior high school brought him experience not only in
academic study, but also club activities and part-time work.

The first time he took the regular university entrance exam, he unfortunately failed to get
through, so after graduating from senior high school he took, and passed, the EJU[12] and
was accepted into the School of Project Design, Miyagi University as an overseas student. He
chose this field out of the interest he had come to hold in business management as a result of
working part time at a restaurant while studying for the entrance exam. He emphasized this as
his motivation for wanting to study business in the university during his interview there.

During his time as a student, he also volunteered as a member of the Foreign Residents’
Child Support Group, and a member of the Sendai International Students Program run by
Sendai Tourism, Convention and International Association.

Comments on the support given to B.G.

When B.G. was in senior high school, he recalled the time when he had just
arrived in Japan: “Every day at school made me feel nervous and stressed, but
when | got home my parents let me take it easy. This made it possible for me
to go to school the next day without worrying too much.” His mother, however,
speaking separately, said, ‘| felt bad about not being able to do anything to help
my son after he had just arrived in Japan.” His mother may have had regrets, but B.G. was
grateful for what she did.

It usually takes most students who start Japanese study after coming to the country
from 18 months to 2 years to get to a level where they can follow classes at school.
During this period, they miss out on the content of classes, and so need extra study to attain
a level where they can take the exam to enter senior high school. B.G. said that the “juku”
supplementary school that he attended while he was in junior high school did not have regular
classes, but rather individual Q & A sessions where he was able to get tuition on the content
that he had missed out on or hadn’t studied.
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Case 9: D.A. (country of birth: Nepal)
D.A. started attending Japanese elementary school midway through the
second year. She received tuition support from a Nepalese overseas student who

had been sent to the school by Sendai Board of Education as a Tutor

Assistant[27]. She learned the phonetic hiragana and katakana alphabets
relatively quickly, but had more trouble with kanji Chinese characters, and would ask teachers
about how the characters in her textbooks were read, which she would write down over the
characters. By the time she entered junior high school she was able to read kaniji, too, but still
had trouble with text in her Japanese and math classes.

In her second year of junior high school she started to receive mainly academic support from
the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group[3]. She worked diligently at her studies,
memoarizing a set number of English vocabulary words, solving math problems, and reading
aloud Japanese language texts, all daily. In the process of studying for the senior high school
entrance exams, she discovered knowledge gaps in her elementary education, which she
strove to fill.

Consultations with her junior high teachers led her to apply for a prefectural senior high
school. Once she had decided on the school she wanted to attend, this gave her the impetus
to study even harder, sometimes getting up before dawn to do this.

As a result of these efforts, she was able to get into the school of her choice. She continued
to receive support from the Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group in senior high school, and
after graduation, because of her interest in food and cooking, went on to study nutrition at

junior college, where she is currently leading a fulfilling life as a student.
Comments on the support given to D.A.

()

V-

also planning to open a restaurant serving both Nepalese and Japanese food.

D.A. progressed in her studies by studying reqularly a little at a time,

refusing to give up. | think she must have continued in this way all through

elementary, junior high and senior high school. She is currently studying nutrition,

with the aim of helping sick children to get the nourishment they need. She is

Through her studies of nutrition, she also gained qualifications as a dietitian, a third-grade

food coordinator and an information processor, helping to clarify her future aims.

_26-



Case 10: R.K. (country of birth: China)
R.K. came to Japan when she was a second-year junior high school student.
She attended junior high school in Sendai City, receiving support from a Sendai

Board of Education Tutor Assistant[27]. The assistant was also from

China, and proved to be a great help on the language front. The tutor assistant
continued to assist R.K. even after reaching the maximum number of visits by coming as a
MIA supporter[22] instead.

In addition to this, the school requested a Japanese volunteer to come and assist with chiefly
Japanese and math study during the summer vacation. The Japanese volunteer continued
coaching at the school even after the MIA supporter had reached the maximum visit number,
as R.K. studied for senior high school entrance exams. She unfortunately failed to get
admission to her a prefectural high school, despite getting special consideration[6], and
instead went to a private school where she was also able to learn the basics about patisserie,
a field she was fond of. She had sometimes made cakes to give as presents to her Foreign
Residents’ Child Support Group|3] helper.

After graduating from senior high school, she initially decided that she wanted to attend
technical college[14] to study catering, learning about such places and visiting them on
open days[19], but ultimately, on the advice of her guardians, decided to go to university.
Because of her good results, especially in math, she was accepted into Tohoku Institute of
Technology through admission by recommendation for designated schools[28],

where she is set to study design from April.
Comments on the support given to R.K.

)

V-

Even before she came to Japan, R.K. had an ambition to run her own café. She

wanted to organize everything, from serving her own hand-made desserts and

designing her own packaging, up to the interior design of the restaurant, creating

a place with a pleasant and friendly atmosphere where local people could come
and relax. The fact that her father was a Chinese food chef may also have given her a more
concrete image about managing such a place.

R.K. ended up having to go to her second choice of senior high school, but this allowed her
to learn about patisserie. In her final year of senior high school, she was faced with having to
choose which avenue would best help her achieve her goals: technical college or university.
Having a choice of future paths to take means that the road is still open to you even if one of

them doesn’t work out.
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Explanation of Keywords

1. Enroliment to classes below actual age

When children not so proficient in Japanese ability are enrolled into elementary or junior high
school, they may be assigned to class years lower than their actual age, depending on the
judgment of the school and the wishes of the guardians.

2. MIA Japanese Course

Japanese language courses run by Miyagi International Association (MIA). The class levels
are Elementary 1, 2, Intermediate, Kanji 1, 2, Evening elementary 1, 2. Evening elementary
classes are held every Tuesday 18:30 — 20:30.

3. Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group

Citizens’ group providing support for Japanese language and general academic study.
Volunteers provide individual coaching and tuition for non-Japanese schoolchildren outside of
school class times (after school and at weekends), mostly in free areas of public facilities in
Sendai City.

4. SAT Nihongo Club

Japanese language classes for elementary and junior high school children organized by Aoba-
ku Chuo Shimin Center. The class is held every Saturday 10:00 — 12:00. Classes are taught
by members of the NPO ICAS (International Citizens’ Association of Sendai).

5. Prefectural senior high school

Senior high schools in Miyagi Prefecture consist of public high schools (run by the prefecture
or municipality) and private high schools. Fees tend to be cheaper for the prefectural schools
than the private ones.

6. Special consideration for public senior high school entrance exams

When students not so proficient in Japanese language ability take exams to enter public senior
high schools, they may be given special consideration. This can include reducing the number
of subjects examined or extending the exam time. These measures require prior application to
the senior high school by the junior high school. If the student does not attend a junior high
school, the guardian can apply directly to the senior high school.

7. University admission by recommendation

A system where students of particular academic or other achievement are admitted to a
university by recommendation of their school principal. Admission criteria vary according to the
university. Admission by recommendation is carried out before the regular entrance exams,
and in most cases is decided by documents submitted by the school, written essays and/or
interviews. Some public universities also require recommendation applicants to take the
National Center Test for University Admissions in the same way as the regular entrance exams.
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8. Japanese language school

Privately run educational institutions which teach Japanese language to people who are not
native Japanese speakers. Students at these schools are usually nhon-Japanese from abroad
who have obtained overseas student visas and come to Japan with a view to going on to
university, graduate school or technical college after completing their studies at the Japanese
language school. Some schools also accept non-Japanese residing in Japan.

9. Sendai Japanese Language Course

Japanese language courses organized by Aoba-ku Chuo Shimin Center and SenTIA (Sendai
Tourism, Convention and International Association) geared to non-Japanese. Tuition is free.
Classes are taught by members of the NPO ICAS (International Citizens’ Association of
Sendai).

10. Necessary documentation for student graduates of junior high schools

outside Japan to apply to public senior high schools in Miyagi
Students from junior high schools within the prefecture apply through their schools. Those who
are not enrolled in prefectural junior high schools must submit the necessary documentation
individually. There are two stages to this process. First, the student must receive permission
to apply. Once the student has received permission, they can then apply for admission by
submitting the necessary documentation. The following are usually required:

(DDocumentation for permission to apply

- form for permission to apply to Miyagi public senior high schools (can be downloaded
from the website of the Miyagi Board of Education’s Upper Secondary Education
Division)

- copy of proof of completion of 9 years of school education (issued by most recent
enrolled school), or Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Lower
Secondary School Graduates (issued by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology)

- copy of certificate of residence (listing status of residence)

(@Documentation for application

« application for admission and photo sheet (Miyagi revenue stamp attached)

- copy of proof of completion of 9 years of school education (issued by most recent
enrolled school), or Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Lower
Secondary School Graduates (issued by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology)

+ academic transcript from most recent enrolled school, or record of Certificate for
Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Lower Secondary School Graduates
(issued by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

+ list of applicants (can be downloaded from the website of the Miyagi Board of
Education’s Upper Secondary Education Division)
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+ copy of confirmation of permission to apply to Miyagi public senior high schools (sent
from high school listed in stage @)

- envelope to send examination ticket (size: & 3 &, including name and address of
examinee with postage stamp for simplified registered express delivery attached)

- envelope to send results notification (size: 2 2 &, including name and address of
examinee with postage stamp for simplified registered express delivery attached)

11. Senior high school preparatory visit

High school visit prior to enroliment. Many schools have designated “open campus” visit days
for this. Orientation explanations are often held, and many schools will allow visits on other
days apart from designated open campus days on request. These visits are particularly
recommended for those who have come to Japan after graduating from junior high schools in
their home countries and are not used to Japanese customs as a way to get better acquainted
with the school of choice and its atmosphere. Schools may also give advice on their entrance
exams and procedures.

12. Examination for Japanese University Admission for International

Students (EJU)

Examination evaluating general academic ability and Japanese proficiency. Required for
admission to Japanese universities and other institutions, it is mainly aimed at international
students wishing to study in Japanese universities. While many universities have adopted this
examination, subjects tested vary according to university and faculty.

13. Correspondence senior high school

School in which the student studies mainly at home using prescribed textbooks and/or
educational materials without attending the actual school. The only public correspondence
senior high school in Miyagi is Mitazono High School. Students get graduation credits by a
combination of project submission, schooling (going to the school to get direct
counselling/guidance) and exams.

14. Technical college

Where universities aim for a more academic approach regarding research and education
across a wide field, technical colleges focus more on teaching knowledge and practical skills
for a particular profession. Skills learned at technical colleges can be immediately applied at
work after graduation.

15. High School Guidance for Children and Parents who are Non-native

Japanese Speakers
Organized every year in summer in central Sendai. Includes things such as advice on the
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Miyagi senior high school entrance exam system, talks from current senior high students about
their experiences, and individual consultations with teachers. Participants in the guidance can
receive the “Shinro Guidebook” giving information in multiple languages on Miyagi senior high
school entrance exams and the Japanese education system in general.

16. Certificate for Students Achieving the Proficiency Level of Upper

Secondary School Graduates

Exam for people who were unable for various reasons to attend senior high school or who left
school without properly graduating. Acts as proof of an education level equivalent to that of a
senior high school graduate and can be used for entrance to higher education such as
universities, junior colleges and technical colleges.

17. Additional student recruitment

After entrance exam results have been announced, some public and private high schools carry
out a secondary recruitment drive to fill places for classes that have not fulfilled their quota
numbers.

18. AO (admissions office) entrance exam

Entrance exam system in which universities or their faculties or departments select students
they particularly want according to their admissions policy. Differs from entrance by
recommendation in that in many cases recommendation from the student’s school is not
required. Exam participants have to actively “sell” themselves through interviews and
submitted documents, including high school results and their reasons for applying.
Qualification requirements and exam styles differ according to the university, faculty and
department.

19. Open day for prospective students

Universities, technical colleges and high schools hold open days, usually at weekends or
during summer vacation, where they open their facilities to prospective students to allow them
to get to know the institution better. Known in Japanese as “open campus” these events also
give information about various aspects of school/university life.

20. MIA Japanese language supporter
System of volunteers who give individual Japanese language tuition and advice, organized by
Miyagi International Association (MIA).
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21. Part-time teacher

Part-time teachers dispatched by Miyagi Board of Education on request of the school to teach
Japanese language to students whose Japanese proficiency is insufficient. Period of time and
hours spent at the school vary case by case. Sendai Board of Education has a similar system,
dispatching, as a rule, Japanese nationals with a teaching license.

22. MIA supporter for non-Japanese children

Supplied by Miyagi International Association (MIA) on request to elementary and junior high
schools attended by non-Japanese students. Supporters provide assistance with Japanese
language teaching and other regular studies, and can help with interpreting between the school
and the students and their parents or guardians. In conjunction with support programs from
the local authorities, supporters have provided assistance for up to 40 times for a single student.
For this Sendai school, the Board of Education dispatched a tutor assistant a maximum of 30
times, meaning the remainder of 10 times was provided by MIA.

23. Admission to private senior high schools by recommendation

Admission system for students for whom private senior high schools are their first choice,
carried out prior to the regular entrance exam. In Miyagi Prefecture, all private senior high
schools carry out the test on the same day. Admission requirements and subjects tested vary
according to school, but many use interviews and written essays.

24. International support center

Some Sendai elementary and junior high schools with a number of students of foreign
nationality are allotted a dedicated member of staff. These schools can also organize an
international support center as a place to give these students supplementary and individual
tuition in Japanese language and other subjects. B.G.’s school, Kunimi Elementary School,
has had a permanent international support center for some time because of the humber of
non-Japanese living in the school’s catchment area.

25. “Juku” supplementary school/cram school

Often known in English as cram schools because of their major focus on preparing students
for school and university entrance exams, these private institutions also offer extra classes
outside school hours to elementary, junior and senior high school students to help and reinforce
their understanding of the school curriculum.

26. Former entrance exam by recommendation

Previous entrance exam by recommendation for public Miyagi senior high schools, in which
applicants were passed or failed based solely on submitted documentation, but this has been
abolished.
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27. Sendai Board of Education Tutor Assistants

Teaching assistants dispatched on request by Sendai Board of Education to Sendai public
elementary and junior high schools attended by non-Japanese students. These assistants help
to keep the school running smoothly and also help with Japanese language study.

In other Miyagi municipalities, for example, Ishinomaki Board of Education sends assistants to
elementary and junior high schools, as is the case with some others, too.

28. Admission by recommendation for specially designated schools

System of admission by recommendation carried out by many private universities which is only
applicable to high schools designated by the university. Applicants are selected by the school
based on academic results, club activities and other extra-curricular activities according to
criteria laid out by the university. Almost all students applying through this system are accepted
by the university.
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Groups Engaged in Support for Non-Japanese Schoolchildren

Miyagi International Association (MIA)

Involved in many projects promoting multi-culturalism in Miyagi Prefecture. Organizes the
MIA supporter for non-Japanese children program, sending helpers to elementary & junior high
schools to assist with Japanese language tuition and supplementary help with regular classes.
Also collates and loans out teaching and reference materials. Provides counselling for the
support and education of non-Japanese schoolchildren. Organizes Japanese language classes
for non-Japanese and can introduce volunteer Japanese language tutors for individual study.

- Location: 7™ Floor, Miyagi-ken Sendai Godochosha

4-17 Tsutsumi-dori Amamiya-machi, Aoba-ku, Sendai
* TEL: 022-275-3796
= E-mail: mail@mia-miyagi.jp

Sendai Tourism, Convention and International Association (SenTIA)

Involved in promoting multi-culturalism in Sendai City and improving the city’s capacity to cope
with tourists from outside Japan. Provides interpreting & coordination assistance to schools and
parents with non-Japanese children, also advising on teaching materials and organizing summer
vacation study groups. Can introduce volunteer Japanese language tutors, and organizes the
Sendai Japanese Language Course in conjunction with Sendai City.

» Location: 6™ Floor, Higashi-Nihon Fudosan Sendai Ichiban-cho Building
3-3-20 Ichiban-cho, Aoba-ku, Sendai

- TEL: 022-268-6260

- E-mail: kokusaika@sentia-sendai.jp

Foreign Residents’ Child Support Group

Provides individual study support in Japanese language and other school classes, carried out
after school and at weekends usually in free areas of public facilities. Days and times when the
support is carried out are decided by mutual agreement. Also organizes social events for
children, their parents and supporters.

* TEL: 090-2793-8899

- E-mail: jets@sda.att.ne.jp Tadokorol2@yahoo.co.jp

International Citizens’ Association of Sendai (ICAS)

Teaches Japanese at the SAT Nihongo Club, a Japanese language class suited for children
from outside Japan attending elementary or junior high school. The class is organized by the
Aoba-ku Chuo Shimin Center. ICAS also runs Japanese language classes for adults.

- E-mail: npo.icas@gmail.com
©SAT Nihongo Club
= Venue : Aoba-ku Chuo Shimin Center(2-1-4 Ichiban-cho, Aoba-ku, Sendai)
» Hours : Saturdays 10:00-12:00
- Enquiries : TEL 022-223-2516

Inka Chinese School

Organizes Chinese language classes best suited to children, taught by Chinese native
speakers.
- Venue : Es-poru Miyagi (Miyagi-ken Seinen Kaikan)
(4-5-1 Saiwai-cho, Miyagino-ku, Sendai)
* Hours : Sundays 10:00-12:00
- Enquiries : TEL 022-293-4631

Miyagi Hangul School

Teaches Korean language and culture to children of Korean descent, run by the Miyagi branch
of Mindan (Korean Residents Union in Japan)
= Venue : Kankoku Kaikan(1-5-34 Hon-cho, Aoba-ku, Sendai)
* Hours : Saturdays 13:00-17:00 (25 sessions per year)
- Enquiries : TEL 022-263-6961 (Monday-Friday)
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